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Health & Safety Policy

Health and Safety Policy

Designated Health and Safety Officer is: Sarah Eccleston
Aim
Our provision is a suitable, clean and safe place for children to be cared for, where they can grow and

learn. We meet all statutory requirements for health and safety and fulfil the criteria for meeting the Early
Years Foundation Stage Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements.

Objectives

o We recognise that we have a corporate responsibility and duty of care towards those who work in and
receive a service from our provision. Individual staff and service users also have responsibility for
ensuring their own safety as well as that of others. Adherence to policies and procedures and risk
assessment is the key means through which this is achieved.

e Insurance is in place (including public liability) and an up-to-date certificate is always displayed.

¢ Risk assessment is carried out to ensure the safety of children, staff, parents, and visitors. Legislation
requires all those individuals in the given workplace to be responsible for the health and safety of

premises, equipment and working practices.

e Smoking is not allowed on the premises, both indoors and outdoors. If children use any public space
that has been used for smoking, members of staff ensure that there is adequate ventilation to clear the
atmosphere. Staff do not smoke in their work clothes and are requested not to smoke within at least

one hour of working with children. The use of electronic cigarettes is not allowed on the premises.

o Staff must not be under the influence of alcohol or any other substance which may affect their ability to
care for children. If staff are taking medication that they believe may impair them, they seek further
medical advice and only work directly with children if that advice is that the medication is unlikely to

impair their ability to look after children. The setting manager must be informed.
e Alcohol must not be bought onto the premises for consumption during the hours of 9 am - 3.30 pm.

o Arrisk assessment (01.1a Generic risk assessment) and access audit (01.1b Access audit form) are
carried out for each area and the procedure is modified according to needs identified for the specific

environment.

o Risk assessments are monitored and reviewed by those responsible for health and safety.



Group rooms

Significant changes such as structural alterations or extensions are reported to Ofsted. A risk

assessment is done to ensure the security of the building during building work.
Door handles are placed high or alternative safety measures are in place.
Chairs are stacked safely and not too high.

There are no trailing wires; all radiators are guarded.

Windows are opened regularly to ensure flow of air.

Floors are properly dried after mopping up spills.

Locked gate installed to kitchen.

Floor covering is checked for signs of wear and tear.

The use of blinds with cords is avoided. Any blinds fitted with cords are always secured by cleats. There

are no dangling cords.

Kitchen

General safety

Children do not have unsupervised access to the kitchen.

Children are not taken to the kitchen when meal preparation is taking place.
Wet spills are mopped immediately.

Mechanical ventilation is used when cooking.

A clearly marked and appropriately stocked First Aid box is kept in the kitchen.

Cleanliness and hygiene

Staff follow the recommended cleaning schedules in Safer Food Better Business (SFBB).

Floors are washed down daily.

All work surfaces are washed regularly with anti-bacterial agent.
Cupboard doors and handles are cleaned regularly.

Fridge and freezer doors are wiped down regularly
Ovens/cooker tops are wiped down daily after use.

Where possible all crockery and cutlery are air dried.

Plates and cups are only put away when fully dry.

Tea towels, if used, are used once. They are laundered daily.



e There is a mop, bucket, broom, dustpan, and brush set aside for kitchen use only.

e Any repairs needed are recorded and reported to the manager.
Outdoors

= All gates and fences are childproof, safe, and secure.

= Areas are checked daily to make sure animal droppings, litter, glass etc. is removed. Staff wear rubber
gloves to do this.

= Broken climbing equipment or outdoor toys are removed and reported to the setting manager.

= Children are always supervised within ratios outside.

= Children are suitably attired for the weather conditions and type of outdoor activities.

= Sun cream is applied by parents before attending setting and hats are worn during the summer months.

= Children who have no adequate means of sun protection, such as a hat, long sleeves and trousers or

sun cream, will not be able to play outdoors in un-shaded areas.
= Children are supervised on climbing equipment, especially younger children.
=  Water play is not left out but is cleared, cleaned and stored after each use.

= Receptacles are left upturned to prevent collection of rainwater, this is important in areas where there

are vermin to prevent urine/faeces contaminating the water.

= Sightings of vermin are recorded and reported to the manager who reports to the Environmental

Health’s Pest Control Department.

= |f paddling pools are used, a risk assessment is conducted, and consideration given to the needs of

disabled children or those less ambulant.
Drones

If there are concerns about a ‘drone’ being flown over the outdoor area, that may compromise children’s

safety or privacy, the setting manager will contact the police on 101.

e Children will be bought inside immediately.

e Parents will be informed that a Drone has been spotted flying over the outdoor area and will be advised
fully of the actions taken by the setting.

e The police will have their own procedures to follow and will act accordingly.

e If at any point following the incident, photographs taken by a drone emerge on social media that could
identify the nursery or individual children, these are reported to the police.

e Arecord is completed in the Notifiable Incident Record unless there is reason to believe that the
incident might have safeguarding implications, for example:
- the drone has hovered specifically over the outdoor area for any length of time

- thereis a likelihood that images of the children have been recorded



- is spotted on more than one occasion

- if the Police believe there is cause for concern

Where this is the case, Safeguarding children, young people and vulnerable adults procedures are

followed.

Entrances and approach to the building

Entrances and approaches are kept tidy and always uncluttered.

All gates and external fences are childproof and safe

Front doors are always kept locked and shut.

Where possible, entry phones and ‘spy holes’ are used in the main door at a suitable height.

The identity of a person not known to members of staff is checked_before they enter the building.

All staff and visitors to the setting sign in and out of the building.

A member of staff is available to open and close the door and to greet arrivals, say goodbye to parents
and to make sure that doors and gates are shut.

Where building works or repairs mean that normal entrances/exits or approaches to the building are not
in use, a risk assessment is conducted to maintain safety and security whilst the changes are in place.

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH)

Staff implement the current guidelines of the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH)

Regulations.

Personal protective equipment (PPE), such as rubber gloves, latex free/vinyl gloves, aprons etc., is

available to all staff as needed and stocks are regularly replenished.
Hazardous substances are stored safely away from the children.

Chemicals used in the setting should be kept to the minimum to ensure health and hygiene is

maintained.

Risk assessment is done for all chemicals used in the setting.

Environmental factors are considered when purchasing, using and disposing of chemicals.
All members of staff are vigilant and use chemicals safely.

Bleach is not used in the setting.

Anti-bacterial cleaning agents are restricted to toilets, nappy changing areas and food preparation areas

and are not used when children are nearby.

Members of staff wear rubber gloves when using cleaning chemicals.



Oral health

The setting provides care for children and promotes health through promoting oral health and hygiene,

encouraging healthy eating, healthy snacks and tooth brushing.

e Fresh drinking water is available at all times and easily accessible.

e Sugary drinks are not served.

e Only water and milk are served with morning and afternoon snacks.

e Children are offered healthy nutritious snacks with no added sugar.

e Parents are discouraged from sending in confectionary as a snack or treat.
Further guidance

Infant & Toddler Forum: Ten Steps for Healthy Toddlers www.infantandtoddlerforum.org/toddlers-to-

preschool/healthy-eating/ten-steps-for-healthy-toddlers/

Legal references

Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974

Health and Safety (Consultation with Employees) Regulations 1996

Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations (1999)

Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005)

Electricity at Work Regulations (1989)

Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the hygiene of foodstuffs
Manual Handling Operations Regulations (1992) (Amended 2002)

Medicines Act (1968)

Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations (RIDDOR) (Amendment)
Regulations 2012

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations 2004
Health and Safety (First Aid) Regulations 1981

Childcare Act 2006

Further guidance

Health and Safety Executive www.hse.gov.uk/risk

Food Standards Agency www.food.gov.uk

Ministry or Housing, Communities & Local Government www.communities.qov.uk



http://www.infantandtoddlerforum.org/toddlers-to-preschool/healthy-eating/ten-steps-for-healthy-toddlers/
http://www.infantandtoddlerforum.org/toddlers-to-preschool/healthy-eating/ten-steps-for-healthy-toddlers/
http://www.fod.gov.uk/
https://preschoolla.sharepoint.com/sites/COMM/Shared%20Documents/Pubs/Pubs%20Print%20Promo/Pub%20Drafts/A026%20Policies%20&%20Procedures%20for%20the%20EYFS%202021/A026%20FINAL/www.communities.gov.uk

Should you have any complaints or grievances concerning this policy please bring the matter to

our attention by following the procedures detailed in our Complaints Policy.

This policy was adopted at a meeting of Rolleston Pre-School

Held on

Signed on behalf of the Management Committee

Role of Signatory




